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>> main topics 

1.  population distribution 

 

2.  status and trends  

 

3.  migration pattern of different population units 

 

4.  what we know and what we don´t know 



© R. Weiß 

© R. Weiß 

© Scott & Rose 1996: Atlas of Anatidae populations 



2 TBG flyway-populations: 

- wintering in Europe 

- wintering in Central Asia 
© Scott & Rose 1996: Atlas of Anatidae populations 



population estimate: 

1000-5000 birds, DEC 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï eastern flyway 
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Countries with occurence 

country B M W 

RUS 

FIN 

S 

N 

DK 

D 

PL 

UK 

EST 

LV 

LT 

BY 

UA 

KZ 

NL 

B 

IRL 

17 countries 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï western flyway 



Countries with occurence of breeding Taiga Bean Geese 

country B M W 

RUS X 

FIN X 

S X 

N x 

DK 

D 

PL 

UK 

EST 

LV 

LT 

BY 

UA 

KZ 

NL 

B 

IRL 

4 countries 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï western flyway 



Countries with occurence of migrating/staging Taiga Bean Geese 

country B M W 

RUS X X 

FIN X X 

S X X 

N x X 

DK X 

D X 

PL X 

UK 

EST X 

LV X 

LT X 

BY X 

UA X 

KZ (x) 

NL 

B 

IRL 

13 countries 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï western flyway 



Countries with occurence of wintering Taiga Bean Geese 

country B M W 

RUS X X 

FIN X X 

S X X X 

N x X x 

DK X X 

D X X 

PL X X 

UK X 

EST X 

LV X 

LT X 

BY X 

UA X 

KZ (x) 

NL x 

B (x) 

IRL (x) 

7-9 countries 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï western flyway 



main wintering areas of Taiga Bean Geese in Europe 

x 

sites with small flocks (100s) 

sites with large flocks (1000s) 

abandoned sites (regular winters) 

x 
x 

x 
x x 

>> Taiga Bean Goose ï western flyway 



>> population monitoring - wintering areas 

Availability and quality of recent monitoring data in Europe 

J 
K 

K 

K 

J 

K 

L 

Data available, good quality  

Data available, fair quality  

No data available 

L 

K 



Availability of monitoring data 1990-2013 per country (only January) 
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source/remarks 

DK S. Pihl/NERI; not fully separated by race 

S L. Nilsson; no separation by race 

UK C. Mitchell/WWT 

NL K. Koffijberg/SOVON; separation by race 

doubtful in recent years 

D T. Heinicke; special counts in 2004-2006, 

2009, 2011, 2013 

PL T. Heinicke (2005,2009, 2011, 2013) & 

regional reports 2001-2004) 

available Available, but doubtful not available 

>> population monitoring - wintering areas 



>> monitoring results 

Population development in Sweden (Jan)  

© L. Nilsson results:                  40,291 Jan 2007  

                40,131 Jan 2008 

                32,500 Jan 2009 

                  8,744 Jan 2011 

                42,103 Jan 2013  

Main goose regions: 

Å Vomb-Krankesjön  

Å Hammarsjön 

Å Trolle-Ljungby 

Å Sörde 

Å Ringsjön 

Å Kabusa-Hammar 
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© L. Nilsson 

including unknown numbers 

of rossicus 



Sep Oct Nov (Nov) Jan Mch Apr 

Tåkern 1320 2340 185 525 - 500 612 

Kvismaren 354 4090 0 1125 - 756 763 

Östen 960 2732 6 4020 - 2244 1875 

Hammarsjön - 31 5042 1336 4988 2712 - 

site maxima of rossicus in 

central & southern Sweden 

2009/10 ï 2013/14 

Tundra Bean Geese in Central & Southern Sweden (special counts) 

small dot: >100 

large dot: >1000 

Sep Oct Nov 

2009/10 >1620 9195 ? 

2010/11 1626 5763 5433 

2011/12 104 7793 4455 

2012/13 958 7785 7479 

2013/14 960 5814 

Jan Mch Apr 

2009/10 >1208 ? 1145 

2010/11 11 2722 2515 

2011/12 5373 3745 2963 

2012/13 >2500 ? 1964 

>> monitoring results 

© T. Heinicke, A. de Jong 



Population development in Denmark (Jan) 

© S. Pihl/NERI 

© DOFbasen 2004-2013, Heinicke 

Main goose regions: 

Å Thisted-Thy  

Å Lille Vildmose  

Å Nørreådalen 

Å Sjælland 

Å Lolland 

Å Møn 

including unknown numbers of 

rossicus (not fully separated) 

>> monitoring results 
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results:                16,279 Jan 2006 (+1943 ross)  

                7,080 Jan 2007 (+3943 ross) 

              13,836 Jan 2009 (+3455 ross) 

        ca. 15,000 Jan 2011 (+3901 ross) 



>> monitoring results 

results of special Bean Goose counts in Denmark (late Dec 2009) 

Taiga Bean Goose Tundra Bean Goose 

total: 4,616 fabalis  total: 6,016 rossicus  

official January 2010-count: 11636 fabalis, 4063 rossicus, 7285 undet. (S. Pihl/NERI) 



Population development in Germany 

©: T. Heinicke/DDA 

©: T. Heinicke/DDA 

results:  42,000 Jan 2005 (normal winter)  

 52,000 Jan 2006 (cold winter) 

 22,500 Jan 2009 (normal winter) 

 12,100 Jan 2011 (cold winter) 

 12,845 Jan 2013 (normal winter)  

Main goose regions: 

Å Lower Odra NP 

Å Pommerania coastal areas: 

Stralsund, Rügen,Greifswald, 

Anklam, Usedom 

Å Mecklenburg lake district  

2003/ 

04 

2004/ 

05 

2005/ 

06 

2008/ 

09 

2010/ 

11 

2012/ 

13 

Oct 1,000 6,500 

Nov 20,000 28,000 

Dec 30,000 

Jan 35,000 42,000 52,000 22,500 12,100 12,845 

Feb 32,000 

Mch 8,000 

>> monitoring results 


